
THE SALESIAN GOSPEL ROADS PROGRAM  

Now in it's ninth year, the Gospel Roads is a service 

retreat program conducted by the Salesians of Don 
Bosco.   It is a program of faith, fellowship, fun, and 

most importantly, service.   Gospel Roads helps young 
people to grow in human and Christian attitudes of 
service and solidarity with the poor and less fortu-

nate.   The program is geared towards youth and 

young adults in high school and college.  

Every day, participants take part in prayer and reflection, 

where the word of God comes alive and becomes present to 
all. Godôs word is connected to the dayôs service experiences 

in group prayer and sharing.  Holy mass and the sacrament 
of confession are made available to the participants during 
the week.  Private reflection and journaling are important 

parts of the program.  

The Gospel Roads program is divided into three sequential 

stages: Gospel Roads I, II, and III.   During Gospel Roads I, 
participants are exposed to a variety of service  

opportunities.   In GRII participants serve in more intense 
situations of poverty and actually live within the community 
in which they are serving.   After completing GR II, partici-

pants can be a part of Gospel Roads III which takes place in 

a foreign country.  

Youth Ministry should  not only call youth to join programs, but also to join with others in living out 

the Church's mission. That means to share the Good News and serve others in love and justice through 

a communal experience.  

 

Gospel Roads I: The focus of the Gospel Roads I programs are to serve as an introduction to  

service and the building of a faith -based community.   

Each day, participants work with social service 

agencies in urban or rural environments. Agencies 
include soup kitchens, food banks, site clean up, 

building homes, crisis pregnancy centers, and 
summer camps.  These opportunities expose par-
ticipants to the various types of service that exist; 

and, serves as an introduction to the foundations 

of Christian Social Teachings.  

ñIt showed me how much I have to be thankful for. Iôve 

realized how unappreciative Iôve been towards my life. 

I need to look at those less fortunate than me and 

reach out to help them.ò (Joanne Age 15) 



Participants spend time reflecting, journaling, and sharing both individually and in small and 

large group settings.   Each day ends with a ñCommunity Meetingò in which participants share 
reflections on the day as well as discuss issues pertaining to the service work or to the  

community itself.  

GR I Sites for 2009:  

South Orange, NJ   Tampa, FL  
 Birmingham, AL     

Lexington, KY (Appalachian Mission)  
     

Gospel Roads II:  is a "sequel" to GRI.   It is a more intense experience of service with the 

less fortunate and the reflection on these experiences goes much deeper.  In GRII the justice 
teachings of the Gospel are also explored in greater depth.  Participants are challenged to make 

their experiences vocationally meaningful in there future lives.  After participating in this pro-
gram, members are encouraged to become a ser-

vice leader in their local community.  
 GRII has taken place in immigrant commu-
nities, both rural and urban, over the last few 

years.  Many college aged students have found 
GRII to be a meaningful guide in understanding 

their vocation.  

ñBeing exposed to the lives and homes of those who live 

in different circumstances was a shock to me. It taught 

me that the reason for service is to share Godôs love for 

us, with others, while seeing God in those we serve.ò 

 GR II Sites for 2009:  
Belle Glade, FL   Philadelphia, PA    

New Orleans, LA  
 

Gospel Roads III: Takes participants on a mission to a foreign country.  Whether in Asia, 

Africa or Latin America participants of GRIII are exposed to global justice concerns.  Doing mis-
sions in a foreign country creates a global sense of solidarity and offers exposure to various 

Salesian ministries in different countries.  

*Participants in the Gospel Roads I program must apply by filling 
out an application form.   The program is normally, open to youth 

who are entering their junior year in high school, and there is no pre
- requisite to attend.  

*To participate in Gospel Roads II, applicants must have completed 
Gospel Roads I  Submit your application early because of limited 
availability. Exceptions may be made for some college students.  

Site for 2009:  

Esperanza, Honduras  

*To participate in Gospel Roads III, you must have already completed 
Gospel Roads I and II.   You must have completed, at least, one year of 
college.  Application and interview are necessary.  


